
CS114 - Homework 1, part 3*

Assigned February 28th, 2023; Due 11:59pm on March 30th, 2023

Prof. Daniel Votipka

This programming assignment has two distinct parts, each requiring writing a separate program.

1 Diffie-Hellman {50 points}

First, you will create a Python program, called dh.py, that performs a Diffie-Hellman (DH) Key
Exchange over a network. The program operates in either client or server mode. The former
initiates a connection to the latter; otherwise, their functionality is identical.

The program should work as follows:

1. The client instance of dh.py opens a TCP connection to the server instance of dh.py. The
latter listens on TCP port 9999 for the client’s connection.

2. Once connected, the client chooses a number a uniformly at random from the range [1, p)
and computes A = ga mod p. It then sends A to the server.

3. The server similarly and independently chooses a number b uniformly at random from the
range [1, p) and computes B = gb mod p. It then sends B to the client.

4. The client then computes K = Ba mod p and prints K to standard output.

5. The server then computes K = Ab mod p and prints K to standard output.

Note that the order of the last two steps is immaterial.

There are lots of additional requirements. They are listed on the following page. Please read them
carefully.

*Last revised on March 24, 2023.
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Additional requirements

• Your program must be called dh.py (in lowercase).

• Your program should have the following command-line options:

dh.py --s|--c hostname

where the --s argument indicates that the program should wait for an incoming TCP/IP
connection on port 9999; the --c argument (with its required hostname parameter) in-
dicates that the program should connect to the machine hostname (over TCP/IP on port
9999).

• You must hardcode the DH parameters. Set g = 2 — that is, the generator should be two.
Use the following 1024-bit prime (p):

0x00cc81ea8157352a9e9a318aac4e33
ffba80fc8da3373fb44895109e4c3f
f6cedcc55c02228fccbd551a504feb
4346d2aef47053311ceaba95f6c540
b967b9409e9f0502e598cfc71327c5
a455e2e807bede1e0b7d23fbea054b
951ca964eaecae7ba842ba1fc6818c
453bf19eb9c5c86e723e69a210d4b7
2561cab97b3fb3060b

That is, you should literally write, in your program:

p = 0x00cc81ea8157352a9e... # need to put the above on a single line

• Your program will be tested against a solution developed by the teaching staff. Your solution
and our solution must be able to interoperate. Thus, we must agree on a message format for
steps 2 and 3 above (that is, for the transmissions of A and B). The message format is simply
the value of A represented in base 10 as a string, followed by a newline.

For example, suppose that the value of A was stored in a Python variable also called A, and
that s was a connected socket to the other instance of dh. Then to send A, your code would
be:

s.send( bytes(str(A) + ’\n’,’utf8’))

The str(·) function converts a number to a string; it’s necessary for the string concatenation
with the newline. The bytes(·,′ utf8′) function converts the string into a set of bytes, allowing
it to be transmitted.

The value of B would be sent in the analogous manner.

• Your program should only print K (plus a newline) to standard output. It shouldn’t print
anything else – this risks confusing the autograder.
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Hints

For modular exponentiation, use Python’s pow() function with the optional third argument. For
example, to compute 25000000000 mod 23, do:

Z = pow(2,5000000000,23) # YAY! QUICK!
print Z

Python knows how to do modular exponentiation in Zn (i.e., modulo some number n) very effi-
ciently. The above is far, far faster than:

Y = pow(2,5000000000) # THIS WILL TAKE A WICKED LONG TIME
Z = Y % 23
print Z

You can convert from a string back to an int (on the receiver side) using Python’s built-in int()
function.

Rubric

Your code will be autograded. Your grade for the assignment will be the grade of the final sub-
mission. The following is a rough rubric for evaluating dh.py.

Tests Scoring
Computes K +50
Deductions
Compilation / interpreter errors -50
Server doesn’t accept client connection -40
Client can’t initiate connection -40
Non-conformant command-line options (hinders automated testing) -15
Includes unnecessary prompts (hinders automated testing) -10

Table 1: Grading rubric. Note that this grading rubric is not intended to be comprehensive.
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2 Signed Messages {90 points}

For the second programming assignment, you will write a program that (1) generates an RSA
keypair, (2) writes the public portion of the key to a file, and (3) sends a message over a network,
followed by its signature.

• Your program must be called signer.py (in lowercase).

• Your program should have the following command-line options:

signer.py --genkey | --c hostname --m message

That is, the program works in two modes. If the --genkey option is specified, your program
should generate a new RSA keypair. The public key must be stored in a file in the current
working directory called mypubkey.pem (Example here). That is, you should save the key
as the contents of this file. Note that mypubkey.pem must not contain the private key. (You
may want to store the private key in another file because you’ll need it to sign messages.)

If the -c option is specified, then signer.py should open a TCP connection to port 9998
(not 9999) of hostname and send via that connection a signed copy of message.

• You should generate 4096 bit keys.

• When --genkey is issued, you should store the public key in PEM format. If key is the
keypair generated using the Crypto.PublicKey.RSA module of PyCryptodome, then you can
get the public key portion of that key via:

pubkey_pem = key.publickey().export_key()

• Your signatures must be in PKCS#1 v1.5 format. This is done for you, so long as you use the
appropriate PyCrypto Signature module (you’ll really want to visit that URL), you should
be fine.

• If you are implementing RSA yourself, you’re doing it wrong.

• You MUST send signed messages in EXACTLY the following format:

– the length of the message, in bytes, as a padded 4-byte string. You can generate this via:

def mypad(somenum):
return ’0’ * (4-len(str(somenum))) + str(somenum)

For example, mypad(123) would return the string “0123”.
– the message itself (This should be unencrypted; there’s no confidentiality here.);
– the length of the signature (as specified below), in bytes, as a padded 4-byte string;
– the signature, after being hexified via binascii.hexlify(), of the SHA256 hash of the mes-

sage. For example, if h is the SHA256 hash of the message, s is the connected socket,
and signature is the signature over h, then you would do:
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signature_hex = binascii.hexlify(signature)
s.send(signature_hex)

As an example, the string “Hello world” would be sent as:

0011Hello world10244efbedcc34d8b8653bf485e3aa3d3c43b2321a2b9d(above, the newlines are added for readability; your code should not send newlines unless
they are part of the message.)

Note the format of the above: the length of the string (“0011”; i.e., 11), padded to 4 bytes;
the string itself; the length of the signature (“1024”; i.e., 1024), padded to 4 bytes; and the
signature of the hash of the string, in hex. Note also that there are no delimiters. This is why
we have the padded lengths in there.

Hints

• If you are confused about any of the above, don’t guess. Post a request for clarification to
Piazza.

• You are not required to build your own server for this problem. The autograder will provide
the server that you submit the signature to for evaluation. For testing purposes, you can use
nc -l 127.0.0.1 9999 to set up a listening socket on port 9998 that will print to any data sent to
that socket to the command line. This will allow you to see whether everything is being sent
as expected.
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Rubric

The following is a rough rubric for evaluating signer.py.

Deductions Scoring
Doesn’t correctly produce signature / signature does not validate -45
mypubkey.pem doesn’t contain the public key -45
mypubkey.pem contains both the public and private key key -20
Compilation / interpreter errors -90
Server doesn’t accept client connection -75
Client can’t initiate connection -75
Non-conformant command-line options (hinders automated testing) -15
Includes unnecessary prompts (hinders automated testing) -10

Table 2: Grading rubric. Note that this grading rubric is not intended to be comprehensive.
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Submission Instructions

Submit your solutions as two separate files (dh.py and signer.py) to Gradescope.

Upload your assignment before 11:59pm on March 30th.

Please post questions (especially requests for clarification) about this homework to Piazza.
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